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EAST  GRINSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1948 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE  EAST  GRINSTEAD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948.  The 
report  is  prepared  on  the  same  lines  as  that  for  1947  as  indicated  in  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  No.  3/49,  dated  17th  January,  1949. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  10.61  as  compared  with  10.52  for  1947  and  with 
10.8  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  18.29,  which 
compares  with  9.09  for  the  previous  year  and  with  34.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
There  were  only  3 deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  1 year,  all  due  to  conditions 
present  at  birth.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  2 years 
from  diarrhoea  or  enteritis  and  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 


No  deaths  occurred  from  Scarlet  Eever,  Typhoid  Eever,  Diphtheria  or 
M’hooping  Cough. 

Although  Whooping  Cough  was  epidemic  in  the  district  during  the  autumn, 
no  complications  were  reported  apart  from  one  case  which  contracted  pneumonia 
and  was  admitted  to  isolation  hospital. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 

It  is  with  a feeling  of  encouragement  that  I am  able  to  report  that  no  case 
of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  district  for  the  third  successive  year.  This  is 
mainly  due  to  the  high  state  of  immunity  of  the  children  throughout  the  district, 
and  on  this  point  I must  pay  tribute  to  all  those  concerned  with  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Scheme  and  especially  to  those  parents  who  have  responded  so 
wen  by  attending  regularly  at  clinics  and  ensuring  that  their  children  receive 
full  protection. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  still  referred  by  Medical  Practitioners  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  before  admission  to  isolation  hospital  is  effected. 
With  the  exception  of  one  case  of  mumps,  which  had  to  be  sent  to  Brighton 
Isolation  Hospital,  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 
have  been  accommodated  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital  at  Burgess 

Hm. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  PETRIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


(For  comparison  the  figures  for  1947  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Area  ...  

6,597  acres 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population 

10,840  (10,740) 

Density  of  Population  per  acre 

1.64  (1.63) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  

£95,933  (£97,963) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

£381  (£387) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

15.13  (20.48) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

10.61  (10.52) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  

18.29  (9.09) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

69 

84  153 

Illegitimate 

7 

4 11 

Total  Live  Births 

76 

88  164 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

15.13 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

.3 

1 4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

Total  Still  Births 

3 

1 4 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  Population 

0.3i 

Deaths 

Male 

Female  Total 

53 

62  115 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

10.6 

Infantile  Mortality 

Male 

Female  Total 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  . . . 

— 

3 3 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

18.1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  EAST  GRINSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

M.  F. 

'yphoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

;erebro-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

icarlet  Fever 

Vhooping  Cough  

)iphtheria  ... 

'uberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

)ther  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
lyphilitic  Diseases 
nfluenza 
leasles 

Lcute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalit 
mute  Infantile  Encephalitis 
ancer  of  Bug  : Cav  : and  deseph  ; (M)  Uterus  (F)  ...  ...  ...  1 3 

ancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

ancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 

ancer  on  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 5 

)iabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 1 

ntercranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 12 

leart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  11 

)ther  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

’neumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

)ther  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Jlcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

)iarrheoa 
appendicitis 

)ther  Digestive  Diseases  ... 
sTphritis 

’uerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 
)ther  Maternal  Causes 
’remature  Birth 

bngenital  mal  ; birth  inj  ; infant,  dis 
uicide 

load  Traffic  Accident  ......  2 

)ther  Violent  Causes 

dl  other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


— 1 
3 2 


53  62 


MORTALITY  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


AGE  GROUPS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0 

1 

3 

4 

5 

2 



2 

15  

2 

— 

2 

25 

— 





35  

1 

2 

3 

45  

3 

5 

8 

55 

11 

8 

19 

65  

13 

12 

25 

75  and  over  ... 

20 

32 

52 

TOTALS  

53 

62 

115 

BIRTH  RATE,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANNUAL 
ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 


England 
and 
\V  ales 

126  C.Rs. 
and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop. 
25,000 — 
50,000 
1931  Census 

London 

Adm. 

County 

East 

Grinstead 

U.D. 

R 

ates  per  1 

,000  Civilian  I 

’opulatioE 

Births 

Live  Births 

17.9 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

15.13 

Still  Births 

.42 

.52 

.43 

.39 

.37 

Deaths 

All  Causes  ... 

10.8 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

10.61 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54  • 

0.46 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

— 

Influenza  ... 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.28 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  all  causes  under  1 year 

of  age 

34 

39 

32 

31 

18.29 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  ... 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

— 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales  : — 
Maternal  Mortality  in  East  Grinstead  Urban 
District  ; — 


Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 
Puerperal  Others  Total 

Infections 

0.13  0.73  0.86 


Note  : A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


DISEASE 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

49 

1 

— 

Measles 

25 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

6 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


DISEASE 

0 

to 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45  over 
to  ' 65 
65 

Scarlet  Fever 





1 





2 





1 





Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 — 

Whooping  Cough... 

4 

9 

6 

8 

6 

11 

2 

1 

2 

— 



Measles 

— 

3 

2 

2 

2 

6 

6 

— 

3 



1 — 

Erysipelas... 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

i 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS 
RATES  PER  1,000  CIVILIAN  POPULATION 


DISEASE 

England 

and 

Wales 

East 

Grinsiead 

U.D. 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.09 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

0.37 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

4.52 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.08 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.2 1 

0.09 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Measles 

9.34 

2.31 

Pneumonia  ... 

0.73 

0.28 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

— 

A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  no  notifications  were  received 


TUBERCULOSIS 

^EW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Results 

During  the  year  261  children  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria  ; of  these  249  were  in  the  under  5 years  of  age  group  and  12  in  the 
5 — 15  years  of  age  group.  A total  of  67  children,  mostly  starting  school  for  the 
first  time,  were  given  re-inforcing  injections.  Of  the  261  children  immunised 
168  were  Schick-tested  ; 137  of  these  were  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  the 
remaining  31  were  between  5 and  15  years  of  age.  Of  the  total  number  of  children 
Schick-tested  only  4 gave  a positive  reaction. 

At  31st  December,  1948,  the  number  of  immunised  children  in  the  1 — 5 
years  of  age  group  was  681,  being  91.7%  of  the  number  of  children  on  the 
immunisation  register.  Similarly,  for  the  5 — 15  years  of  age  group  the  total 
number  immunised  was  1616  giving  a percentage  of  97.2. 

Administration 

The  administrative  work  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  has 
continued  satisfactorily  in  conjunction  with  the  Scheme  in  the  Uckfield  Rural 
District. 

As  this  arrangement  was  effected  in  July,  1947,  and  the  County  Council 
adopted  the  method  established,  very  little  change  was  necessary  when  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  force  and  the  County  Council 
became  responsible  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Clinics 

The  clinics  have  been  held  regularly  every  month  at  the  County  Councn’sl 
Welfare  Centre  in  Moat  Road.  The  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.j 
A.  C.  SommerviUe  and  the  District  Health  Visitor  have  attended  these  clinics. | 

The  Schick-testing  of  children  attaining  5 years  of  age  and  the  subsequentj 
re-immunisation  of  those  children  giving  positive  reactions  has  been  dis  I 
continued.  A single  re-inforcing  dose  of  prophylactic  is  given  to  all  whosfj 
parents  consent,  in  cases  where  the  primary  immunisation  was  carried  ou| 
more  than  two  years  previously. 


Summary  of  Immunisation  State  in  East  Grinstead  Urban 
at  31st  December,  1948 

) — 5 Years 

Estimated  Mid-year  Population  (Registrar  General) ... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  74.4 

! — 5 Years 

Actual  Population  on  immunisation  register  ... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  91.7 

) — 15  Years.  (East  Grinstead  children  only). 

Estimated  Mid-year  Population  (Registrar  General)... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  80.6 

) — 15  Years.  (Including  children  attending  East  Grinstead 

ALTHOUGH  LIVING  OUTSIDE  THE  DISTRICT) 

No.  on  immunisation  register  ... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  97.2 

I — 15  Years.  (East  Grinstead  children  only) 

No.  on  register  ... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  95.5 

)— 15  Years.  (East  Grinstead  children  only) 

Estimated  Mid-year  Population  (Registrar  General) ... 

No.  immunised  ... 

Percentage  immunised  ...  ...  78.3 


District 


926 

689 


735 

681 


1579 

1273 


Schools 

...  1662 
...  1616 


2047 

1945 


2505 

1962 
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SCABIES 


The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  was  repealed  on  31st  March,  1948.  The  withdrawal 
of  this  Order  has  terminated  compulsory  treatment  for  this  disease  but  has  not 
affected  the  Order  made  by  the  Council  in  1944  under  Section  147  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  when  scabies  was  made  notifiable. 

No  case  of  scabies  was  notified  during  the  year. 

One  family,  comprising  5 persons,  from  East  Grinstead  and  12  cases  from 
the  Uckfield  Rural  District,  received  treatment  at  the  Council’s  Cleansing 
Station  at  East  Court. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 


The  following  laboratory  services  remained  at  the  disposal  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  chemical,  bacteriological  and  biological  examination 
of  milk,  water  and  pathological  specimens. 


W ater — Bacteriological 
examination 

Pathological  Specimens 


Public  Health  Laboratory, 
County  Mental  Hospital, 
Hellingly,  Sussex. 


Milk — Bacteriological  and 

biological  examinations 


Clinical  Research  Association, 
South  Road, 

Haywards  Heath. 


From  November,  1949,  pathological  specimens  and  samples  of  water  for 
bacteriological  examination  have  been  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 


Water  for  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  W’atei 
Company,  now  the  South  Eastern  Gas  Board,  from  four  sources  of  supply 
These  sources  are  deep  wells  situated  at  Hackenden,  Placelands,  and  Fores' 
Row,  and  the  Medway  Intake  at  Forest  Row. 

The  water  is  aerated  and  subjected  to  sedimentation,  mechanical  filtration 
and  finally  to  automatically  controlled  break  point  chlorination  before  enterini 
the  mains. 

Each  supply  is  subjected  to  examination  monthly.  Samples  for  chemicci 
and  bacteriological  examination  are  taken  at  the  source  by  the  Water  Llndeijf 
taking  every  month.  The  East  Grinstead  Urban  and  Uckfield  Rural  Districl 
Councils  supplement  this  sampling  by  taking  4 samples  per  year  from  each  suppl 
at  various  points  in  the  district  for  bacteriological  examination. 

All  samples  taken  throughout  the  year  have  been  satisfactory  boi 
chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

At  no  time  was  it  necessary  to  restrict  the  main  water  supply  to  the  are 

Piped  water  from  the  mains  is  afforded  to  96%  of  the  houses  in  the  distric 
the  remaining  4%  being  supplied  from  private  wells  or  estate  supplies. 
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HOUSING 


The  first  scheme  for  83  permanent  houses  on  the  Stonequarry  Estate  were 
II  completed  and  occupied  by  the  end  of  1948. 

The  building  of  the  second  scheme  for  96  houses  and  flats  commenced  in 
tugust,  1948,  and  the  first  completed  houses  were  occupied  the  following 
'ebruary. 

The  planning  of  the  Blackwell  Farm  and  Ashurst  Wood  housing  estates  is 
/ell  in  hand.  Building  on  the  Ashurst  Wood  Scheme  should  be  started  within 
he  next  few  months  but  building  on  the  Blackwell  Farm  Estate  is  not  expected 
0 commence  for  another  18  months. 

During  the  year  the  Council  requisitioned  one  house,  which  was  converted 
ito  two  separate  dwellings.  Two  properties  were  derequisitioned  and  handed 
•ack  to  their  owners. 

The  conversion  of  the  High  Grove  Isolation  Hospital  into  9 dwellings,  for 
:hich  approval  was  given  in  1947,  was  completed  in  June  of  1948.  Four  Army 
uts  on  the  Playfield,  De  la  Warr  Road,  were  taken  over  and  converted  into 
ungalows  each  with  2 bedrooms,  living  room,  kitchenette  and  full  sanitary 
onvenience.  A bathing  annexe  was  provided  for  the  4 dwellings  in  one  of  the 
uts.  These  works  were  carried  out  to  the  specification  and  under  the  super- 
ision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Private  building  was  responsible  for  the  completion  of  12  houses  and  56 
laisonettes.  Eleven  flats  and  1 cottage  resulted  from  various  conversion  works 
3 houses. 

In  September  the  Council  appointed  a Housing  Manager  for  the  various 
,ocal  Authority  housing  estates  and  requisitioned  properties.  The  appointment 
f this  officer  has  relieved  the  Public  Health  Department  of  various  duties 
onnected  with  re-housing  and  conversion  and  maintenance  of  requisitioned 
roperties. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME 

During  the  year  the  scheme  continued  satisfactorily,  although  the  demand 
)r  Domestic  Helps  was  not  heavy.  In  the  period  from  1st  January,  1948,  to 
th  September,  1948,  when  the  County  Council  reorganised  the  scheme  under 
re  Women’s  Voluntary  Service,  six  applications  for  domestic  help  were 
jceived  and  in  every  case  the  need  was  satisfied. 


ambulance  services 


From  the  5th  July,  1948,  Ach^l^X^to  ensure  that 

the  provisions  of  the  Nationa  ® ^ convey  persons  suffering  from 

ambulances  are  available  -he-^XIsTn 
illness  from  places  in  their  area  to  places  m o 

A day  and  night  ambulance  servkeis^availa^^^^  ^ 

The  ambulance  services  m East 


Ambulance 
Station 
Sargent  & Brookers 
Garage, 

East  Grinstead 


No.  of 

Ambulances 


T elephone 
Number 
East  Grinstead 
678 


Area 
Served 

East  Grinstead 
Forest  Row 
Hartfield 
West  Hoathly 
Worth  i 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  removed  by  ambulances  mamtamed  at  the| 
isolation  hospitals.  . 
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SANITARY  SUPERVISION 


spections  made  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  471 

spections  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  434 

spections  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Meatshops  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Fishshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Piggeries  7 

Other  Food  premises...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Petroleum  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Ice-Cream  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

spections  under  Shops  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

spections  under  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  ...  ...  2811 

spections  for  House  Letting  Sub-Committee  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

her  Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

mplaints  Received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

sinfestations  Carried  Out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


SUMMARY  OF  MAIN  DEFECTS  ABATED  IN  TERMS  OF 

PREMISES 


ains  amended  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

ater-closets  repaired,  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

iks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

)ofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

.ves,  gutters  and  down  spouts  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  11 

hernal  walls  repointed,  rendered  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

temal  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

)use  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

)ors  and  door  jambs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

indows  and  other  woodwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

alls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

oking  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

imne3^s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

.s  cookers  provided  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

odstores  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

.throoms  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

replaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

ater  supplies  amended  and  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

irds  and  passages  repaved  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

)oms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

rt\'  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

istbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

loke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

wsheds  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

liries  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

srilising  room  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

oling  room  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

dmals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

cumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 


During  the  year  265  visits  were  made,  and  below  are  details  of  the  food- 
stuffs voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Meat — 


64  lbs.  ...  ...  Fresh 

20  lbs.  ...  ...  Cured 

14|  lbs.  ...  ...  Cooked 

23  lbs.  Liver 

Fish — 

30  stones  ...  ...  ...Wet 

50  stones  ...  ...  Smoked 

Tinned  Foodstuffs — 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  50  tins 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  13  tins 

Meat 8 tins 

Meat  Mixtures  ...  11  tins 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  19  tins 

Fruit  Juice  ...  ...  61  tins 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  8 tins 

Other  Foodstuffs — 

Biscuits  ...  ...  8 lbs. 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  16  lbs. 

Fruit  Cake  ...  ...  13  lbs. 

Sponge  Mixture  ...  6J  lbs. 

Bunflour  ...  ...  5 pkts. 

Flour  ...  ...  83  lbs. 

Pearl  Barley  ...  378  lbs. 

Rolled  Oats  ...  ...  140  lbs. 

Corn  Flakes  ...  ...  24  ozs. 

Butter  ...  ...  24  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  10  lbs. 


12  lbs.  ...  ...  Sausage  Meat 

90  lbs.  ...  Pigs  Trotters 

16  lbs.  ...  Liver  Sausage 

36  lbs.  ...Whalemeat  Sausages 

21 1 lbs.  ...  ...  Lobsters 


Soup 

...  2 tins 

Vegetables 

58  tins 

Spaghetti  ... 

...  1 tir 

Macaroni  ... 

...  2 tins 

Paste  

...  9 tin; 

Mussels 

...  4 tin; 

Beans  in  Sauce 

...  Itii 

Suet 

Ulbs 

Dried  Egg 

...  1 tr 

“Sweephat” 

...  4 1b; 

Dried  Fruit 

...  4 1b; 

Salad  Dressing 

...  1 bt, 

Sweet  Pickle 

...  2 iai 

Cockles 

...  Ijc 

“Donocrisp” 

1211b 

Fish  Cakes  ... 

32  lb 

Meat  Pies  ... 

1 

MILK 


During  the  year  36  samples  of  milk  taken  from  farms  and  dairies  supply! 
milk  to  the  Urban  District  were  submitted  for  examination. 

The  standard  adopted  is  that  samples  which  have  bacterial  counts  of  1( 
than  200,000  per  c.c.,  have  absence  of  coliform  organisms  in  1/100  th  c.c.,  a 
pass  the  methylene  blue  test  and  the  biological  examination  for  tuberci 
bacilli  are  considered  satisfactory. 

All  the  above  samples  submitted  were  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  64  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 
1 no  case  was  statutory  action  found  necessary. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
spections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authority  . . . 

35 

22 

_ 

_ 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Sec. 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

52 

42 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 









TOTAL  

87 

64 

- 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


PARTICULARS 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  ... 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

1 



(6)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 



1 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  out- 

worker) 

— 

— 

— 



— 

TOTAL  

4 

4 

— 

2 

— 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


One  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  on  Rats  and  Mice 
Destruction. 

During  the  year  73  complaints  of  rats  or  mice  were  received.  2811  visits, 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919,  were  made,  and  118  infesta-  i 
tions  were  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operator. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  district  and  the 
refuse  tips  at  Durkins  Road  and  Eden  Vale  have  been  inspected  regularly  and  ; 
treated  when  necessary.  i 

Several  infestations  on  farms  were  reported  to  the  County  Agricultural  ] 
Executive  Committee  for  their  attention,  as  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  rats 
from  these  farms  were  spreading  to  neighbouring  properties. 

No.  2 Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment  was  completed  on  6th  March  and  the 
results  obtained  were  satisfactory,  “takes”  being  recorded  in  only  3 manholes.  ; 

A nominal  charge  was  made  to  householders  for  the  service  ; business ; 
premises  however  were  required  to  pay  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  carried  out,  j 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement  made  between  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  { 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  ' 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS,  ETC. 

Three  dwelling  houses  were  disinfested  of  bed  bugs  by  the  use  of  D.D.T. 
Insecticide  and  one  house  similarly  treated  for  the  eradication  of  fleas.  None  of| 
these  houses  are  Council  owned. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Public  Cleansing  is  carried  out  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department  j 

House  refuse  is  collected  every  7 days  and  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  tipping 
Two  sites  for  refuse  disposal  are  used  : the  Durkins  Road  tip  from  October  t^ 
March  and  Eden  Vale  tip  for  the  warmer  months  of  the  year.  On  my  recom 
mendation  the  Council  adopted  this  procedure  in  1947  to  prevent  nuisanc 
from  flies  at  the  Durkins  Road  tip,  which  is  situated  near  to  dwelling  house: 

I also  recommended  the  use  of  gammexane  tip  dressing  applied  by  means 
a rotary  powder  blower  on  newly  tipped  refuse  to  prevent  the  breeding  of  flie: 
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